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than the term " Economy/' is held in view. Thus Held's
third rule, the essence of ParnelFs principle, and a great
deal of the whole four rules of Sismondi, are expressions of
the importance of the principle of economy ; and these are
but a few examples.

The support that cornes from a consideration of the
conclusions of political and economic thinkers, in favour of
the argument here sustained for economy is thus far greater
than at first appears. Had we made our choice of passages
chiefly with a view to bringing out this fact, we might indeed
have increased very considerably the amount of help that
the argument from authority would give. This we have not
done, but have made selection of those passages where the
writer was laying down rules, or expressing opinions that
indicate the rules he would be likely to favour. If this
limitation be borne in mind together with the variant
renderings by which the principle of economy, in part or
whole, can be expressed, it will be found that a trend towards
establishing the primacy and the clearer expression of the
principle of economy may indeed be traced in the review
we made in the last chapter : not a clear, obvious, or con-
tinuous trend indeed, but one quite traceable. The idea
of economy was often in the minds of those who put forward
the theory of " taxation according to ability to pay/' which
as we have seen is very old ; for the arguments given in its
favour refer to the effect upon wealth as well as to notions
of equity.

The varying fortunes of the principle of progression,
especially in relation to the principle of proportionality,
suggest a relation to political and economic changes. Gradu-
ated schemes of taxation are evidently ancient. Professor
Seligman has written the history of their fortunes in " Pro-
gressive Taxation/'

The laws of Solon as given in the quotation from Pollux,
and the Confucian doctrine as given in Dr. Chen Huan-
Chang's work, present the idea of progression as one of the
earliest in the theory of taxation. But in the period that
saw heavy taxation of the poor, often accompanied by
exemptions for the wealthy, it was a reform to get taxes